
 

 

 
    
 
 
 
December 26, 2012 
 
Subject:  Washington State Department of Ecology Approval of the WSMC Oil Spill Contingency Plan  
 
Re:  Attached Washington State Plan approval Certificate 

 
Dear Washington State Maritime Cooperative (WSMC) Member, 
 
This letter provides the latest update on the status of the WSMC Contingency Plan, as previously reported in 
WSMC's letters to members on September 27, 2011, April 1, and July 2, 2012.   
 
We are very pleased to report that WSMC and its primary response contractor, National Response Corporation 
(NRC), have agreed on a contract for additional assets that have been accepted by the Washington State 
Department of Ecology to meet the on-water storage and skimming requirements at Neah Bay.  As a result, 
WSMC has received Ecology’s full approval of WSMC's Oil Spill Response Contingency Plan.  WSMC’s 
Contingency Plan is no longer “conditional.” 
 
With the full approval of the contingency plan, the possibility of implementing a tiered approach as described in 
our earlier letters for tank vessels, carrying more than 100,000 barrels of oil, will not be needed at this time.  
With the receipt of Ecology’s approval, WSMC’s contingency plan now satisfies the coverage and planning 
requirements for the largest tank vessels entering Washington State waters covered by WSMC as well as all 
other vessels covered by WSMC. 
 
Meeting the state of Washington’s presently effective 2006 planning standards has been a difficult and long-
time process due to the present lack of suitable space to locate required equipment at Neah Bay.   WSMC has 
met the planning standards for many years in all other WSMC covered waters of Puget Sound and has finally 
achieved full approval of its plan by finding a solution to the coverage issues at Neah Bay.  While we are 
pleased with Ecology’s approval of our contingency plan, we realize that the coming year will bring even more 
challenges in the form of new regulations from Ecology that WSMC must address.  This may well require 
modifications to WSMC’s coverage structure and the acquisition of additional resources in order to comply with 
the expected regulations. WSMC will work diligently to meet these coming challenges.  We will keep our 
members advised of developments.   
 
In closing, we wish to thank you for your support and understanding.  It has been our mission for the past 21 
years to provide an efficient and convenient compliance option for all of WSMC members’ covered vessels in 
the most cost-effective manner possible.  If you have any additional comments or questions concerning this or 
other issues, please contact us anytime. 
 
Very truly yours,  
 
 
 
Roger D. Mowery     Dan Nutt 
Executive Director     President 

Washington State Maritime Cooperative 

100 West Harrison, Suite S560    Seattle, Washington 98119    Phone: (206) 448-7557    Fax: (206) 443-3839 
Website: www.wsmcoop.org 
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